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I wigh to scknoledee and express my spprecistion to 811 4hose
@9;%2% Wi heve given thelir entourarenent and apcistancs in asmifgg e o}
in my extensive rescarch for the wriling of the History of Camden, 180%.
1955, Also, I desire Lo express approcistion to 2 few individuals who
have been parilenlardy helrdyl in this endesvar, This thesis would not
heve boen attermpbed at 811, bub foe the kindly womds of encourssenent of
Dean ¥Willdian Smith who slso helped to selest the topde which heas proved

moet Interesting, I a2 dopecially indebied 4o Dr. ¥ Be Joymer for his
suzpestions and pontirmed guidarme through the completion of the work,.
%o the Preble County Hews 1 slso wish to address my thanks for i%s penerosify
ard arrestricted use of 1ts files which Duwrnished mch of the meterisl, To
Mise Helle Jopes T should ke $o pay epecial teibtute for her sugrestisng,
erd espesially for some nolerisl which was obiainahle fron no other Sourcce
Lastly, I should like to thank ny husband, Harry B. Heff, for his intercst
and eooperation in accomparying me on wmy vardous fripe do obbaln inls dabs.
if @y work will belp the yeader %o & fuller and nore conprehenzive

view of, ard 8 grester vespect for our commmddly and its people and

achisvernents, I ghall Tecl in a large measure repald for oy efforts.
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Indians vho roamed B

beautiful, a;:.m%s-&@e Little $own in Thio along the

F 5 = »

whe intersection of Us 5, Route 127 and Ztals Doute
in 2 valley wiich once was Cove red with e michty

rrobection and an gbundance of gawe to the tribes of

,;

The town ls especially atiractive as ong

enters from the north on to 8 strect lined on both zides with wide svresds

ing shade irees

5

Jike looking

that forn an sroh overhnad.

dwallings one sess are the

>

oneers ¥ho seitled in

The beasuly of the region, Topather wiith

sttracted noy

V o

. s e el g B e ® e L re
courasecus, farwseeing, uncooplaining, wiilling

danpers, and thielr wives were fit companions of these

- 3 . ad §?
o pobblors holth fyon the South and ¢

Several of the modern, home-

e homes of descondants of the sarly

1

e territary more then a hundred yjears apce

the rich, productive goll,
the Laest to clear lamd andl

vloneers vore men vho were bireless in energy,

R
o wdlerso hardshins and

| E

L2 8 % o - B - n A ol 2
e Lirst setilers to arvive was the lovid B, Hendrichs famly
% to gy 22 s e oy 5 Times? A %2 » %
gpan e sile of whad is now Casdene David Hopdriels

£ g DY ned TEY A
S 1003 sad seillad

wac born in 1745 4n

ol £ & o £33, 2
SLLAEL Syupitiger

7%,

including David's father, sourht safety in Canada.

B

a boy, refused to

srenton, since the patriois? caume

Hew sersey. I8 father, a wealthy shipper, wos &

v Troverey] suld oun o, gy & Tied
during the Deovolutionary Vars Alter the Dabtile of
2 T . o b AR Yo
¢ vas looking much brishier, sary Tories,

ry

David, althous just

wr in his D1ight to Canads, He stoved



ferpey and remained drue Lo Yhe cmuse of the rovelue

suse AL the ¢lose ol the war Lavid found himself ponniless botouse

norts large esbabte had been confiscated by the colonial o

&

and his patriotic wnele had spent his money 4n the oszuse of the colonies.
Being of en adventurous nature David Herdricks docided to go Teohs
deslred ¢o have a part in quelling the evil fecling in the Test wiich had
resulied fronm the sction of Iritish enissaries keeping elive amony 4

Indians the hatred which had rrown oub of the war. Yoang lendeicks made

wgy Lo Pltisburgh vhere he lecame acquainted with Lewds Vetsel, the

dlan fightoer, e then went dowvn e Tio 40 the sotilenent of

in 1750 vhere he mot Cencerplo—ollshon ard Josish |

&

David Hendricks served as 2 scldior in the campaimms of Jenersl

« Claly and Ceonoral Anthiony Tome aceinst the Indlenm,

thelr men made movy twips through the territery froa 1

ton at Hanilion, Chdio to Fort Jeffcrson vhich wos ghout siz niles

hat 3 i £33 TE By p14 L )
outh of what is rpow Uroew »3. 2y Rido, L they did nobt alexms
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through vhat is now Camden they were on trails not far 1o the sast or the

{ the villege site. U. Z. Zoube 127, wiich is the 'hin
is wow narked wlih sizns which boor the neme "Anthory 7
mys" 4 road just oset of Caaden has long boen ecalled 014

Tarpels Trace,

Conglusive evidence thab lencrel Ygype and bis men traveled east

wm vas dleocovered by & group of worimen in
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g vayne's Tracs. On thlo read between Yest Dikton and
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the =en unearthiod on old coriurey rond pbout four foet bolow the level of

nray was about & cuarter of a mile Eazzg. The %mm
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enable the amy to peb its transport through. The bayonel probebly belenped
to Jemeral Yzyme or his ﬁ{}lﬁigz‘ﬁgg

General Ste Clair and s ey, in goling northnerd from Fort Haodlbon

Lol

1793 4o the dispsirous batble fleld ab Far% Recovery, followed the Soven

o
3
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Hile Creck. The Indians called this ﬂ‘m:m Miotataaanoe” vuich means
nobbly bottome” The vhille mon called 1% 0%. Clair Creck after ihe Generals
2ab in 1793 when loneral Tayne marched into the Indien country he crossed
the stroan and word up the east side. o cut 8 now Lrall becounse nmany of

his men wvere supersiitious, ol he didn't want bo take thenm over Tf, Clair's

Gisastrous trails

ai croessed the slresm jush seven miles

L%

north of Fort Haxilton 8o he used 1o name Seven Me Creck on his militery
meps  The name Ste Clsir Oreck was soon forgobten and replaced Wy the name
ol Seven *g,}

of the most fosrless of Genorsl Toyne's

corriiis in

pot

BeouLSe 793 General Vayne desired

to serdd @ important dispateh to Ford Fashingion whilch was soverty-IX

mlen awaye Hendricks voluniecored his services even though he imew the

2 o .
< Preble Preble County Yews 0ffics, Casien, This),
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s Carrol i ny, Gistoricsl Facts on Preble Sonnty and

£ the Aerican BevoiuElon Socieby |faLon, (1iity 10Lu)s = 1;2,..
4 . Ls Horgan, Livectory of %&1@ County, Chio For 1875 (Daton,
Onio, 1375)y ps L7e




b s

B S T

G g

s

country wao full of hoetile Indimns and the chemten of being saplured overw
halanced thoge of petting salely through,. Dy was just bwesking as the young
soldior left the fordt and hefore the sun had gone down ho had arcived gt
Port Tashington and delivered the Loportant mossage.

It wae during those campnirns with Uenerdls St Clalr and Tgme thab
Hendricks discovered the beauly and fertility of the land around vaat i
now Camlen. Be #found a laxd as feriilde and as feir & heart could vishe
The lonz, eool elsles of Yo foresbt lsd segy into mazes of vernal greon,
wwere the swift decr boumded YW uwlested ard a8 yet wnscared by the sound
of the woodnsnls axze or sharp ring of the rifle. A1l about were displayed
the levish bountles of neture. The alr was fregrant with the thousand
odors of the woods in esrly syring. Undoroeath the giant osis and supar
trees, the lowtranched beechen, the walnuls and the chestnubs, and the
sycanmores, the ground was jeweled with strange and brilliant ﬂmﬁg

Afger the Trealy of Ureonwville, David Hendricks retwrned to Ford
Homilbome The newt yeor, Seplestber 16, 1798, he muried Roseapne Stogie

=

houses e lived in the viecinify of Hamdliton unidil the land slong the
Seven Pils Croek, whers Canden now stands, was swrveyed and put on the
market for s&le. Immediately he bousht three quarter settions, including
the pastern pard of the precernt towm site of Camdene In 1503 he and His
2adly moved to his newly scquired lands.® Two years later on October 3,
1805, his som, Coorge D. londricks, was born on the site that later bocame

) o Es iy WY T e Pt [ ST 2 SET TN g
dmowmn as Horth Iiberty Strect in Comden,! Tils was fhe first wille nale

L] 3 2 R PR L P s
¢hiild %o be born in Proble Countys

Slstary of Problc Counts, ope Ciley Pe Lie
ibitiey Da diide , ‘ "
Camien Cagette (Proble County Wews 0ffice, Camden, Chin),
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™o Tlendricks Tarily lelt ¥elr farm at Conden 1006 & moved

yJ

4o Tabon. Toung Hendricks! 1ife wos £illed with varied experlences. Do
you 2 poldisr under Gonersl San fouston and with Colonel Zldney Jobnson
in the wnr bebmeen Texes and lexico. After he veturned to Baton he served
in the Dhio Iegislsture, was County Auditor, County Cherlfl, Psten Poste
master, arnd also deveted mary years to school teaching. Uolonel George De
Zendrickes lived & lony, active, ond useful 1ife. liis deal pocwrred al
nig hame in Taton on Map 2l 1900 st the age of mimety~five alter en exlended
111ncsse’

The name of lendricks is s%ill hesyd end seen every axy in Canden
ot not as & famlly nans. One of the main eact and wesi slresis bears
tho name lendricks. This is 3 resindor bo the cibizens thel the
Uendricks family wae the firet o setile on the site of vhat is now Camien,

Pretis

e

and their son, Georre, was the first wiite mele child to be born In
{;WNF%EQ
Spon after the lendricks cane to this territory the Polborgers

arrived in the tomehip from Xertucky, having esigrated there Iyom ! Mw}.wéam

) .y . 3

John and Robert Foblenger located in secblon tom, nowr e sile of wh

i | S .
later was » located in section %sm«l"* then the

4

Pottengors settled hore the more than a howling wildorness Bee

U

vhan the Potierrers moved into this part of the comlsy,
velves, deery orposuas, fuses, and otter gbounded in great

mihers, 85 DAy 25 cloven otter were killed in one nights

S&tﬁﬁ?’* Cazetis 9’}& ﬂa«ut, <—a-t> }.», '3“3{:‘
&f}iéw’ ‘i’"‘m 2s ,i.
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dogy wore 8o tae thet alftor cubilsm

dowy & hackberry trog,
whille the men would be werking on the body, the deer wenld bo
brousing on the top. #r. John TPolternger re: sarked; Yihey vare
es plenty as cattle are now,! 4 vegetable mroduct called rao
grew upon botten lands.  Deer would collect in muders and fosd
[Ms ] iﬁ;ﬂl:;

Y

“he Potlencers becane recogrized as the most inflvential, nost

b}
£

i

vealthy, and lavgest land owners in Somers Townghips Toey enpaged in
agriculture, in raising, buylng and shipning Yives totk, in rork packing,
in merchandising, and in mmz@;ﬁé John aleo wag & menufacturoyr of cun
powier, Dois lnowledge was of gread help to him and to the mon of the
commnilys Cun powder was in grest denmand becsuse with 1t fhelr daily meab
was obteined which sometines constituted more than half of the living for
themselves and twir fanilies.i®

dJohn Pobtencer had & larce fenilye—sloven children, Tis fivst vife
wan J:mﬁ Gilney ond his second Catlerine Raile mﬁknlﬁ His eleven ondldzvu
were Thomap, Yilllanm, Jobn, Dennis, Jemes, Eouben, %,.3,&.51, frm, Elizgbeth,
Honey, end Oynthia. 7 i 1533 Thomas, the oldest son, married Tliza Robbins,
Zefore they were married Thomas bought & farm a~d buwilt 2 house wiich was

Par in edvanne of 'é.,ma otier ploncers because it was bricke Then 1% was

compieted ib-won one of the mogt conforteble homes in the country at thet

.JI}“‘E,;;; . O0s Siley e 101

Camien Gogolte, ome gibe; Avrid 22, 1097,
Y #m, ut ﬁ.&‘b;; Tre 1?3_4

i gmﬂ"? ol Fralile u{'}&?&"% ’24 ﬁié}*, Teg g

17 Whocord of Tills - CM (Frobete Judge's Office, Court louse,
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Liisa werc tleo Ve parents of a lerge faully--cloven
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o was born nogr Goden on

children, ne of thelir sops,

[ - s | ety e B T g Y 25038 e
Augast 31, 1037, became @ well Imotn Wmsiness men I the village. Alter

] ol o e pwiey A4 B Ol TEila TePmwsbores b
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tocane & dry goods merchants de sold out $o C.

e OWE B0 HEsdilion. later ho zmoved $o Ginginneti
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enzery feuben, born  Aurust 16, 1815,
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He maaried

b4

Sasannat Fanley

2%

ehildron, three giris and five boyss Houdben became one of the Joremost

* -

tusiness men of the towne o and his brother, Thomas, operated a dry goods
stare from 1863 untdl 1073 vhen it went inbo the hands of Cyrus Pollenger,
"Uncle Heuben®, &5 he was often called, lived a 1ife of fulness and

$hei PE,  Then he died in Camden on Decerbar 23, 10906 he wos severip-elight
yesrs 0lds

]

The youngest son of John Folienger, Tilson, wao was born lecember 13,

~ PR S

1820, had very meager facilitics for oblelning an edugabtion in his borhood,

He, with his elder brothers end classnatos, secured the essential rul-
iments of resding, writing, epelling, geograpy, and arithnetic. o

e latber subjech vhich laid the foundetion for

B A par " e . = 2 % o S 3
nehanical operations. Afber he was oul of sohool he geve much pralse

o Goeorce I, Uendrichks fron wiom he learned more anxd faster 4 fvom oy

10 Cyrus Pottenperts Iry Goods Store was locsted in the building
i now oceupied by Camdon Hardware.
i 19 Proble Comty Mews, oDs Sites E%m;r:é‘zwsr £S5, 1915,

20  Camden Gage Lo, DD s‘:-’t«., Decorber 2h, 1596
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Erratum

" Dean Pottenger is not a direct descendent of Johm Pottenger.
Dean's father, George Pottenger, was a brother of Clark Plerson,
George ran away from home when very little and Dan Pottenger

found him in the woods and took the 1little boy home with him,
figsed to get off of

When George's father came for him, George re .
f her wanted to stay that -

Dan Pottenger's lap and his father sald 1
much Mr. Pottenger could have hilm, Mr. Pottenger adopted him"

Tnformation from Anna Homsher White, Aug.l15,1956.
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Thomes end Eliszabeth Reis of Biley, Chio. They had three sons and ome
dgurhier, Tilson disd on Awdl 15, 1897 at his residence closc to the old

H11 which he oo tine owmed and nwm&m

hebert Pobienper, the brotier of John, mavried Fany Use in Renbucky.

25

They had a large foaily, soven children, a1l vhom in 1825 moved to Indisna.

-~ Tignpr Doy - -7 . ot
Dermis, the oilor Urother of Joim, marvled Sardh Grgy of Tentucly, and after

— e ST v ¥, X el " 3 e B 23
her death married Elizsbsth ITowden of Duller Comby. Donnis had Dive

2,
S 4 A sation e Y Lol O o 9 T e}
¢hildrone.™ Johng, & gon of Ellzgbeth

1025 in Camdens Te lived in the villssge uniil he was ninctecn years olde

iver he 1slt Camden he wend Yo Varsaw, Indlang vhore he escteblished the

e

iz g store in that bown, le died ot his home in Himwihe, m'zsassg

E‘%

e middle of the nincloenth conbury

historians said tal the Potlenper fanily had 8 larger representaiion in
the localidy than thabt of &y other of the rdomserss The name Fotbencer
is still *&,ﬁl‘h&r and wil remedered in Comgen althoush ovly a fow

g

£%

1

dascendant of Johm

resides on et

of 2 =ell mtom and poplar dance bande ™

oy

G garilest Janilies o aﬁ*m in the

i B 2-‘“\ Thede L »
zxe bime 85 the Poblenorse

arged 88 one of the lapgest

21 Cazlen Cagebie, £ps Shbes April 22, 1897,
22 ldstory of Preble Counly, ope Sibes Do 299
Preble County Hews, oDe Cilss Surust 20, 1903,
b Tem %uum e the prandson of Daniel Tobtenpors Deniel
mar bl '?wq"??v;gw fg;;i“ v:r;,‘s okt LENE . Soth men veve pong of B ATE 21T tan

oldost son of John Pollercers
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in the countys Thonss lowbon came frow England to Amerlcs i
aze of twolve, After he cetitled in the Canden sompamity he narried a widow
and thoy had two children, Isese and oo Newbon. Newbon was 1
Dogenber 9, 1811, n Octobor 29, 1033 he meryied Ipdis Cook whose home
=as Just east of Sowmerville, They made thelr home 2 fow milos southwest
of Camlen on the fara now kpown 8s the Valbter Stecle farm.
The Hewbons were the noverds of den children, five Loys snd five

giriz. Five of thesc childron etill heve many descendants around Caalens

tucy Hewton, the oldest daughiter of Lydia and isg, sarried James
Creig. Georpe Uralg, & iocal hardwore dealer, is a grardson of this couple.
Hmry Jane Newton, the second daughter, married Josenh Crmlg, brother of
Janes, her wother-in-laws. This couple wore the prandparents of furust

{&gois) Cralg, one time =may

o

r of Camden, and Urnest Pablerson, 2 well
Imovn local cltlzens After the death of Josesh Gralg, Mary Jane Hewiom
Crale becanme e vife of Samuel Mopvowe Imase, Dmasy Jsa, Jamos

Iney wore thelr ehildrene foa, 2 rvetired farar ad rovw elfghiy ézz,

residos in Condene, The dsa loerov dosserdants slone &are nors than loriys

id

" *3 %0 ] e 5 & & T 3 s o Tt
Robert Newbon vwor the sizth child of Asz and Ipdis. Then Potord

P

ms six years old his father took hinm across the fislds to seg the first

el

teain that ooy throwh the country, The lad becare so frighiensd at the
=

snorting nonster thot he staried ronning and &idp't stop undil m_mﬁeé
the safely of hie homes ILoberd nay have 1iked e traln bub ¥

Yewton faxily found it a res) acoet a&s a sowrce for ready cash. They cut
wood from their fare and bhawled it 2lons the rallroad tracks, Here the drain

stopped and ploked up the fuels” 25

’?H LTy e - o ol s 5, e A L T S | T

22 The fara on vhich o lovwbon wood wos gbagled I poy bnomm 88
y
the Follner form.
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Ben Hobepd lawlon bWeone amrrled Malivds Jonens Thodr

descendants sround Canlen are numorous, Yoo, zs they were the porents of

=

siz children, Tlliotd, the oldest ¢ildy row a retired former and &pe

hy-thiren, norricd Ratie Hoover. Dessie Coony one of thedr three
¢hiildren, has been ome of Camlen's elementery Leachers for twenlty yoars.
of Fobertd, married Iman Somers and they had one sony

el E g 3 —w
o ig well ‘mown in the coundy

Fobertts dauchiors,

ma 8% y ooat, £ ey oSy PR 2 il Tipend o 15
died at the age of three. Jnother dawhier, iary, merried Iagvid Yam.

Ay, a tuin deurhlery disd at three monthe, Sadie, the other twln, married

Tdrged Thompson and their fanily of six are 211 marrded and living not for

Zlizabeth, the seventh c¢hild in the loe Fewbon fanily, married

P1liott Iecker. They were the povents of Filz who married Frank Aucstin

her desth as ¢id her daughtor,

T, il ELTEE W
ST LEUNOT,
ko L, % 3 . i PP S - o e vy £ g
Yaltor Ctocle, on the home place whove Lewton vraised his fanily.
oy 2 2 . - E. - -1 - et o St A %
Thig is the sixth pencrafion $hot has resided on this farm without
L gt B e e
LOLETTUTRAON.
x; T 4 L4 o )
Harthe, the youngest deuchter of Ipdis end fsa, narried Riley

e A wamrt pad we enbe 279 0 g FCI Y . | - O]
inis ecouple had glx odldren 811 of vhion married and led

3 :
o Y
LR

EeOTHI GEBtomiants. The ancestory of Theone Revbonaroimd Ugmion gve

2 2. . & T - e %
dwing, and ihe Austing, It is quite evidenmt Wy

in Preble Courrtys &

N‘

Erwbon Heunion is one of the leavrpest

srhter asrried Page isen. Flle Vilson died
children. ne of the daurhters, Pessle
sie Steele died in 1957, on the farm of

2% o
s iﬂ"*x.i, "’"“;.E”’"" {?‘ T JQ% ‘bﬁ”‘vwﬁ*
her ancostors,

-

«f  Dousie Coony ¥
Conden, Chio),

of {he Newton Farily" (Dessie Coon,
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le sho cane o the This lountry

0 join Genoral 8t. Claiy in ight apaingt the Indisns, ale wus
t ¥illed in 1792 at Fort St. Clair in g battle =i s natives. le was
P rotarning 3o Hanllbon Iron ford Decovery aftor he and othor soldiers hed

delivered horses to the men larlher north. Tis wile, Hanngh, had followed
nim from Fentucky on horseback with their two 3811 ¢hilldren but sbopped
near Hamilien, ab Fear UYob H113, to walt for Job's return. After her

husharites death, the vwidow remgrried in Jaxilbon bud one of {he Tale's
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