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- Toe Village (Dover, Nowoomb, then Gaaden) has alwayy catered to the

. ot F Tes Eawm ot . L s & % P 5 iy L N n Y
econic needs and necessiiles of 2 rural commmnity. In the early vours of

Yo pn A et oy B odie d petandond pe mesee Sprmar e 1 tho zorse s
the tovn many of the indusiries ver dependent wpon £he 821g o suen products

of the soclls Leter, when the vast supply of pravel moar i, Lomn was recope
nized, several snew industrles sorang up which proved %o be the bhackbone of
Candent's industrizl life,

* domy L d oty (rvmrler e e} r 2l
Preble Comty, in 'ﬁézt&{:,, Lomden was gettled, has 2%y been a rurel
arsas In 1070 Preble had 22,027 peopls with only ere Homn Yhose pooulation

re vievmses Bz Ehepimomnsd &% Hhnt $irme, Tato e ammhy Cd a
WA nore than & thousinGs A% thal time, Ratony the comnly gopy o the

largest bown, had 1,75h people. Canmlen was nexd in sizse wigy, ﬁ?rf?} 16 4n
o villaces wean't too different from Uife in fhie cowmlry, Praciically every
Tardly in the town kept Mvestock such as vigs or cows, E i T1la eterd

+ 3 - gy i B g A, 4 P oy W L% s,
recalls vhen ghe wag & youngeber in Canden gbout 1070, thay her bask esch

X 5 3 p R S en e % e a Lt
everdng was to pel thelr cow wolch rosmed 811 dey along the Seven 1ile Cresk

baxl: with cows belonging to olher femilies, and Brdng Der Logne 4o be wii Ted,

i

o e o1 il Go et B3o vrgter o sy ) T3 2 et 3 ‘-
She remonbered that thelr cowr never wandered on to the naln street; the animal
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wac alwoye Mwellwbohaved" and sbayed near the grasing land Wons the creckss
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= Hs s lorpen, Direcior of Preble Comby, Oalo Tom name fro0
- - LA e i ey Aer 1675 {Fabon, Ohio:
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< This informetlion came from a letter writlen Marg, an 105 roq
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iolordy age 91, now living in Edgewater, Harylend, B




.

Siine, ooy van loosey The Lowncil of the village of Caslen pessed &n
ordinance on June 8, 107h which sbabed that Pall hogs in he Corporation be
alloved 4o run ab lerpe bub not without beling mmg 20

Faroers svownd Domlen, ke other plonsors, had few implements for
£i01d labor, and those dhey had were mostly clunsy end primitive. #is a ruls,

they were limited to a few hoosy a plow, & harvow, & scythe, 2 sickle, a rak

mw

or two, and a Llall. ™ I the sorly plonecr had a plow it usually vas & wooden

one pulled by ozen, Though the ploneer in mary instances lacked 2 plow, he
glvers had & hareowe This was often made Iron the crobeh of 2 treas  ihe

narpow wes uoually mere useful to hin than e plow, espesial &lly on land £illed
AEh povts and aﬁm& “he haring and harvesting wore dope without ihe
assiptunce of horpe drgwn inmslements, Hay, clover, and pgrains were cut m@

. 2 3 e, x W o crd 50T & ey s 3 E e W
8 sicile. After preir prowing becase an estebllshed part or Yoo farmzing,

e pradle ook the Tlace of ¥w siclkle, The crallc wes introduced os early
a5 1830 or porheps serlier. An core had been the dod ly coverase for a man
with 5 sickle bub wiih the eradie he eould cul three or fowr sores of graizz.é
e threshing wes done with z flsil by beating the grain on 8 hand packed
¢lay Tloor of the bawm, Sometimes ¥he fawmer did nob use the f£iail wub ouen
or horges trazped it oub. ATter Yweshing, the prein ves sepurabed from the
7

ehaff by throwing it before the wind or belore a homewriade T80

3 wRecorder’s Book, 1072-1000v, Council Room, Camden, Thic, B Ton

L fohert Teslie Jonesy Wilie zﬁim“"ﬁx vetion of Faen lachinery into Calo
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dround Caxlen the Icading erop of the rioncer was corne  The climate
argd soll were well suited 4o this trop, besides it could be planted &l
zathersd hefore the land was well cleared, It could be cultivated with only
& hoe, Many an early orop wae tended withoud any plow, *"Sguaw® was the gommon
trpes Camion's county, Preble, has alwaye boon suong the top sorn produting
counties in the stabes, ZAscording o the statistics of 1050 59 only fourboen
comnbies raised nore than ProYle. The census of 1560-58 revenied thal jush
filteen counties mroduced wowe, and in 1070-79 Proble still ramed sixbeenth
in the Sﬁ&%qg

Thoat wos generally grown around Cexden throughoud the Mlonecer Fericd,
bub 1% wos nob so populsr as corm becauss it wos pot so w1l sdapted 4o the
vew lands Theal was nod ususlly mrown undil several crops ol corn, rye, or
buclkwheal had been foken from the fields, The grain wes thon broadeast gnong
the stumps and harroved ine Theat was a rather mucertaln erops Preble County
graduslly inoressed iis acresve of west until thed groin was provn imost ao

widely as corns. Only sizboeen coundies in the state ralsed more bushels of

nest han Preble from 1850-59, ithin the rext ten years only severn sountiss
" P - Pt P i 5 el 3 o G
rroduced nores bub frem 1070-79 Preble only ranbed twerbrwethied,”
Tae varly sebtlers of Chio mrew flar mizest s pencrally 49 Corhe

o

=VEry iora hac 15 paich, a quavior acre or so, which was sown in Mawch,
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hervested In Jung, and then plmmiod 1v (nta%oes. ¥ Tt weg wroducsd Iirgh
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oniirely for use in the home mamfacture of i homsehodd linens,

*

8 v, 2, Iloyd, Je Iy Falooner, and C. B, Thorme s Iho Asricultuss of
(hio, (hio Agriculiursl Txperinent Stetion, %ﬂl@f&i&si Eoe 320 (vonsler, Caiot
‘he Fxperiment Stetion Press, 2%@, Phe 30e303 200wi07.
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Hxed with wool iV betaw "linoereroclsoyf.  Around Camden flox was & irmporbant
arop grown by the early seltlers, especliaily so & sowmee for clothing. DBefore
the ploneprs cowld Lresh up the land end grow Dlax for linen, netiles were
‘hunted in the woods Yo be mede into a maberial for underclothing. Vhen .
George Dendricks™ was 8 boy he often wore & nottle wnderghirt, This so
a?rita%:@ﬁ his back that he frequently hed to leas against trees and rub his
back Lo allay the irritation.t? Coarse linens were replaced by cheap sothon
by 1630 so that the cultivation of flax declined gresily, The only growers
of flax for fiber in 1850 were "cld matrons” who used 1t for maling thresd or
bowelsy and a few farmprs ¥ho sold it Yo paper mills for six or eighl cents
por pounds Other faruers, however, prew flax with the intenbtion of selling
the seed rather than the fibere Mlaoiseed in (hio was in Sair denand belfove
1030 for shipping abwoad, mainly to Irelend, Flaxseed produchion grew in
importance after 1830, and especially in the late forties. The mamfachure
of linsesd oil ab Cirginnati was so well estaliished by 1050 that there was
& surplus to erpords. Dgrton, dlse, trushed sbout 200,000 bushels of seed
arraally. In the lste 18i0% Proble Cowrty was the rotopniszed conbor of the
Uhio flawseed industry. It peoduced bebwesn 15,000 and 20,000 bushels in
1845 and about 80,000 miz years 1otere s
Time, in 1857, wes still a vrouinent staple in the comnfy. In pgood
~|—— seasons an stre Troduced ten bushels of sesd, Farmers oould depend wpon 1%
as a sure crop unless a drouth injured it. The fax pland we subjest e no

diseass, it wes grown with 1ittle Isbor and the sesd alone wos mm'wz*aé;ivmﬂ%

W ceorge Hendricks wos born in the site of Czuden in 1005, He vas
o the lirst male ¢hild born in Preble Countye .
1 | 12 Henry Howe, Historical Collechions of Ohie, 2 Vols, (Cincinnati,
: Ohio: Oa Js Erebbel and Goe, 1008)s 11, L0le :
13 Jomes, #Spewigl Crope in Chio Defore 1650,® ove Clie, Dpe 130-131e
¢ Brzton %Qﬁgﬁg‘f’ Loristor, O Ciles ffﬁ"il lﬁ?; l€§?g
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mers renered thelr interest in ib. They thowhd it would mele
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& cheap substibute for cobbon which had been Durn dahed b osouthern piatose

In 1870 4he soreape reached nipable proporiions, bul after thet yewr interest

s

51

o
wened and flme was lster replaced by other ﬁz‘t‘ipﬁ‘lg

vmw- — . Sorghum once held a vory lmportent place evonp the farm products o around
Comien, IBlasses wes a good oubstitube for sugar vhich eould he bought at the
stores if purchasing vowor were svailsble, If molasses sould be produced ab
hompe, the farmerts lodbed cash could be used be et ardicles which were
irpossible to grow or make, Prebls rarled feremort in the state in 1880 4n
the enlture of sprgwm. In thet year the county had made not lese than 100,000
gelions of fire mollassese One man, Jobm Poogz, from Somevs Townghip produced
1,101 galions. A men nased OSwisher Irom Tashingbon Township was the lepgest
producer in the coundy with 2,400 geller 03'6

" 4

Four mmdred foriy-five acres of sorghun wore planted in Prebls Uounty

in 1‘35&3.17 Tvidently in thet reor mery poople were interested in the growlh
E

of sorghume Applegate and Company of Cineimnati, Chlo published a book called

‘oh seld for seveniy-Uive conbds. Then the bosl wos ready for gzle an

& 4n a Preble Sounty pm

r Lelling the people the publicaltion they

hed beorn promised was now on the market. The book explained the mode of oule

fure, 4ime and manner of harvesting, wode of mepufacturing, and ihe economital

, )
nse vhlch conld be mads of the cune afier 1% had besn prensods is

el

To nonage & form suceessially required an lmsense azpunt of labors

P4y

e favmer found it cheaper to provide for a large family than te hive lsborers,

15 Pailip D. -3{31‘%33, Onio Comes of Ame, 38731200, Carl Vittke, (eds)
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sonsicered muite an ceseb and notb 8 Mability o the fazllye The
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slx or ¢l shrong, heslily sons snddawidors possessed a distined
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odvantere over hiz cnilfless nelgibors The childves worked for thelr pavenis
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The famdly

e sarly setilors arouwnd Cenden prove thel they must have held the

wp o sowree of soonowic prosperily. Tor one
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Family to have several thildren vas very comsons John Potlenger had ten :::mmren;

! . e & pa gk b g ¥ ~ %2 2
Hebert Potbenger, sevenj Samcl lovlers, bveny Joan Denmetis, beny Jemes Barnotsy
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nets, cleveny Fhilip Lewellens, thirteen,ZC and meny, mony move

the same sime could be naseds

Oxen wore the principal source of power on the farn of the early

gettlers. There seemed to be mamy advanbares in using theso ani=nls, The
e 5]

trained. The yob

iritial cost wac less thon for horses, and, in general, steers werc sasily

h they were vorked eould be mede by avy hand

Tovmer and was therelore loss croencive than the harness necesssyy for horsof.

If my ascident befell the o and he became wnfii for work this &id nob oo

vent his being febiened and Sumed into beefs Alter the introduction of ferm
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then the first sotilers arrived in the terrilory avounl Camden, they

fomd roaring throuwh the wools 8 Gsry rindie colered o with larpe and

arzy on his
of Tsbon can

s axd only ono gyce 4t was suppesed he had streyod fron Fayno's
maveh into the Indian counbtry. Some setilors close to the villege

uzht and used the ox 4o comoon properhy ameng them. He wss guite

Lloyd and others, ope §iie, Pe 024
Histery of Preble © “**‘*;15 Thio, op. Sibe; PPe 299-303.
Hovo, Ridta] ﬁlb;, :g 1’-3!
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veluable in healing oo and in carrying mrain to tho mills, Vhen he died

/

the sottlers lergely “hmm&“ ;Sﬁ; to help pive him 2 burial sulisble for a faith~

fm. E}.‘é’u%

; ' P s
Omen wore used as ;’.;r%:a zs 1875 around Conden Sernand Potterfo recalls

/ehen he was a boy hat b iss r“a trer used oxen on thelr farm hich lsv zboub three

/
—iles norih of Camdens *@ar the rol a, on Lhely 1aad, wes 2 vond of waber shich

i

slways atiracted the ta&m/ waen they were returning homs., &g soon an the

aninels were ?*ii-&.“z* u.q;z*s or el mg,, fiw tance of the sater they storbed en

a run arc?. ‘mft Vt raloht ta t*a “*»s:mm Hra. Elizebeth Ipher reoclis the fariliem

sight aﬁ‘ :m?wa of ozen vhidh came .méw Canden yepularly vhen she wne 2 enild,

1

ﬁﬁr:mg %:éw wibhber months 1% was very comon to mes oren hitched to sleds vhich

BOrE 19&%% with wood fop the *fi«?&lﬁfgﬂgﬁz‘s;?ﬂ

uiz‘%&i"*s wnlzhed ancther source of pover to early Chiosrs, The streans

H

were used to turn e vhoels of 2ills ¥ilc: shanged the nroducts of the soil

i

inlo useble goodss IH1ling betome a vary sigeificent imdusiry in the emrly
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of the states One of ihe savly mochmmicsl industriers wos carding

Sefore such mllls eame irto use wionoer women spent countless hours

conbing and cleaning baskeds ol wool belfore it could be spum woon tho woale
witels OCarding mechines were introduced 3o Tie 8% the hepinning of the rinse
teenth contury, In 1806 Cineinnati papor carried an advertisement of a carding

/AL wiich had been placed on Thitewcter Creek,25

i
/

i

As emrly as 1010 or 1812 John Stubbs, Sr. hed a carding machine in

1t was located alorg ihe Zeven Mils Cresk pouth of Canmden in conmection

22 Howe, om. cibe, 1I, 451,

23 Bernard Foilerf, now D1 years old, lives in Laton, Ohie b was

raised on & fars just novth of ua:.z*e:ﬂz Crdo, This irformstion war received
from Berneyd Potterf, Eabton, f%u.g, on «a*'zm:’.ay, Jarary ’W; 195k
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Canden,

1800,

o

2k Thls inforetion vwms rcs J&EJ. Trom Txoe ] L heth Eolmr of F :
ilton, Chis, Elis %aeti Teker was born Elizabeth icbon on Nain Street,
Ohie in 1065, She Ived .@r Car wn anbll she wen merried, .
?5 q":}f‘"’a, kel f«’:‘au’ D g.,»g horts souree vos “ﬂ‘l‘t’” aii}.....a., June 1
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with hie sow i3, Until 1832 he &

4 & orext deel of work there. &4 a later
date carding was carried on with horse pover at Canden by Samel Cormelle.

34411 later, from 1040 to 1850, the sawe business was conducted on ¥aln Strest
of Camlen by John and Ames JEills, From 1854-1860, Ir, Smuuel Hibbard hed such

an establichments As early as 1847, Mr, ¥ibherd glso had s woolan factery in

4he village 20

Cristuills were more widely disbriluted than any other type of ploneer
mami‘&c’:mrw*. These mills memt better food and more money to the commmity
vhere t’ﬂm were builb. They were very tmlcome o lmportant to every neighbore
hood bovmiss iﬁ@a‘ma@a methods of grinding vhest and corn woro both ?Lﬁ?:‘:ﬁl’i@"&ﬁ
and unsatisfactorys?! If the mills were meny miles diztant, 1% bocase 8 sipe
pendous task to replenish the meel and flour barrels betsuse of moor roads
and slow trensporbation,

| £z poon as selllors came to the Cplen wizinidy thore wos & rwod for
mills to he erecited. Thaeh ol the corn which wap ralsed or ths faros waBS Cone
gured at home in the form of cornbread, mush, #nd hominr, Pounding corn irbo
moal, if only for home use; was most unseiisfachery eo 2 tvip of mary miles
would be made to babe sorn to a mill, Theat culbure 1ikewiss sncowrased e
bullding of mills eround Camden, Vhest Zlemr was not only imporbavt to the
housewife to nate fine pies, cokes, ard goclkies, but 1% ws o depondabile
source of income to the family. Surplus whead vihich could nobt bo consumed &b
home could be sold as flours Interpricing men in the Comden aren wade
the opportunities which awsited thems Farmors reeded their prelv groundy Seven
Hile Creelr had the pover to turn the wheels. 211 that was 1eft o de wos o

harness the shreas to the mille

nh oy . ’
<2 Wetory of Preble Dounby, ope Slbes De 310

i
oy e * 23 e
z’_? Tt ity 1d T g

vavwr‘, Lile L .:**L. 3 ;:?, gt B



LR

{"1 r-—r,x.:::i (jj e {:;”""‘”’%”

ke ks F B o

& ey g - p
getilors nrommd Comden vas B Poorn orackee? in Canmor Tewns ghin ehoub thres
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miles north
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1806, probably two years scrlier, The first one in Somers Township was a
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seserd ene on e sane oite
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1 in 1835, [fler ramning the mill for & mumber of vears he
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gionese IThis mill chornred hands a of times uwnblil in 1573 14 was
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Henry Irubskers Thorealior it vas
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In 18156 2 srizt and sy w111 was boild morthesst of Casder. on Poind

i, 5 - g E Ty o 4 .
Uresly, By John Stubbs. mith the sbove, 2 sow i1 was built
south of town upon the Seven 1ile by John Stubbe, wntle of the man just

mentioneds In 303k he erected 2 zeod grist mill which was alse just south of
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D opcrated 1t on g very exbencive
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he bullding wos destroyed by flre in 1062,
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andy like the fall of » mighiy oak, swepht down a number
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Ansther Indosts meertance te the entire shate ap well as
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were gsbablished close to [leur mills, pork packing houses, and distillsries.
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Ivery yesar inmuserable barvels wers filled with flowr, pork, ond thiokey and
2 yerend s - 3a E2 RN o i, e A p . g X

sent %o various pards of the worids Uiten bimes coopers were Iforced o work
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pvertime fo 8 Une of the eavly coopors ir Canden wes John

I e back
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ﬁwﬁzwr ef John Brenrsn, Miss Wlord, 27¢ 51, now resides in «M?W%f,
Harrlerd,
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cooper shops in 1850 which anmuslly employed & capitol eof %m,&::«mwﬁﬁ Yo
doubt ¥y, Drennen was one of the coopers of Camden a2t that time becawse in
18B1 he was siill living in the village, Anolher early cooper shop Wod
located on the soutlmrest corner of lendricks md Idberty Streets. A Mr. iyme

strong was orne of the coopers who worked é%&maﬁg In 1859 Joseph P. foton,

| amotner cooper, caue o Gamden from etons™® lie was %o be superintendent

over the shops of Bermett end Whitesides wio were sl thet time doing 2 very
flourishing business, They veeded many barrels in which to ship their flour,
These mer owned two cooper s?x*rasj? which comld easily sceommodate ten cooperSs
Besides, this zave Dirm ouned z stave factory. Just west ef their shops
wers two ponds where hoops were sogzked after the hoop poles had been splits
Mr. Zcton had cherge of the Bermedt and Whitesides' shops until the business
felled, fbout 1875 ¥r, foton built his own emsl) cooper shop on the esst
gide of the Beven Mile very cloze %0 the bip Bormebt snd Whitesides %fiﬁ:i;.gg
Richerd fcton, the son of Joseph F,, worked in his fatherls shop when he was
o:ly eleven unbil he was sbout sivbesn, Later he pave up the cooper's trade
end followed 2 mougicsl coreer, 39 Aobert ¥illiems, Henry ¥illians, James
Dremnen, and  feller were other cocpers who at ore bime worked at their
trede in Cmeden,

Mueh of the famerts exlra wheet was marketed as flour, ut his grest
est problem was how to rrofitably dispose st hig surplug corn. Generelly the

bulk of the corn which wean't consumed ot home was =01d in the fowm of beef,

3‘&’ iﬁi&ﬁ U&ﬁﬂﬁ”&%; Q e&%;; M 3.5, 18;{3;
3 his m,,msmw caae from Ass Wrighl, Cumden, Ohio, Asaz Wright
is the grandson of Hr. Armstrong
36 4 Biomrennicsl sistory of Frebie Dounls
Lewis Publishing Lompany, 1900)y Pe
37 The two meoper shops owned by Barmett and Wiitesides wore south of
en very vlose to the house row owned by Roberd Benson glong Houte 127,
38 This information cane from an interview Herch 304 1951 with Mrs.
Eliosheth Edrer, Park %"amv, fHamilton, Mrs, Foker was the deuphier of Joseph
Aotin, ‘

#
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?ﬁs:&; s wilsk (35 '& }'-m« o SowEs were Jotbensd on Undo oor 3 then hoepded o

esstern eities to be slaughiered, By 1825, 12,000 head of cabile from Ohio
were driven over the mounbtains anmuslly,. This procedure conbimued unidd

L

gbout 1850 when it was ended by the coming of ithe railrosds,”™ Fasb tralos,
by 1851, were running between Cleveland and &:*mimati’z we moking the

“datter city 8 fine market where farmers cround Cemden sould sell thedy stocks

Catile were driven do Oinclimmad! or taken Jown by wapons wntil 1852 wben the

v

Epton and Hendilton Fedlvoad wes builit,  Soon af™or that p stook vard wes
srected near the Camdsn depot, Animals wore oither d-iven or houoled in wagons
from the garrounding counbry to the hrrds, then they were sidpred by reil to
Cincimneti, Sometimes warons would be lined wp for o blocks, frow Depob
Strect to é%ain, walting thelr turn %o zmﬁ@aﬁﬂ.ﬁ Camden wes well reevided in
1877 with switches and pens for leading the £250,000,00 worth of stock it
shipped anmielly. It was s shippine cewdor for the surrounding courdry wideh
included the villages of Winchester, West Tlkton, Torning Sun, and Foly Hovens i

Yiany bushels of corn from the Uavden ores went $0 wmerket in the shape

of hops, Fronm Dhio were herded hoes by $he hundred thousands, They were

fa

driven 8 for as Pew Tork gnd Bzitimers, The drivins of heors declined with

the improvement of the bresd,

3 & g x K 3 *
shich were long lesged snd $hdn

bodled, could endure lon: distance walking bebtior tharn b improved bresds

k5 . 5

which wers Mamcm Gincinnatl become an excellent merket Tor the Conden

)

cogmnity since 25 early as 1823 1t vas an fmportent mest peeldny cermter,

L0 Utter, ope cite, pe 152,

Bl weisens AUTESDy SDa &iv;g e T0=ile

L2 1p34,, p. 118,

13 Tnterview wiih Charles Fishe
TTREry ﬁj 2-9 2]

L Csmden lierals, ope cite, Septerer 7, 1877.
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Cineinpaid, in 18LL, &d sbout forgy-three per cent of gll the pork pasking
in Ohis and in 1051 sboud eighty por sﬁzﬁ:’.é‘é Preble County needed 8 cloze
marked because it was o grest producer of hogs,

Benjanin Myers, a wide awale and enterprising business man of Camden,
saw & financial opportunity in opening a pork packing plant in the villape.

:krs ::m,lﬁ essily be driven into town to be glaughiered, and a railroad was

S

i

there %o ship out the barrels of meat. In 1550 Hr, yors went into the pork
packing hwimss.h? His paclcing house was locgbted on South Hain Strest in

2 building wiich was later uped at a grain elevator, During the early years
of the Civil ¥ar, Mr. Hyers &id a very tlriving business by selling pork to
the Souths In the winter of 1560, 17,000 hogs were packed in Csmdens® Withe
in the next three yzerg his business must have incressed becsuse 1% is yecorded
be made a fortune bud lost it 811 in 3,353}? The extent of Camdenls meat
pocking indusbry was recogmized throughout the county, An article sppesred
in an Iaton paper in 1862 stating thed pork cutting wes in full blast

Camden, and that thet town was z good hog na 'ke%,’{) Yry Eysre shipped his
barrels ¢f pork to Cincinnaii by train, ond then sent them b bozt down the
Ohio Fiver to the Souths Vhen Vicksburg fell 4n 1863 the Ohio River was
thereafter controlled by $he Horth, Supplies f&azzld ne longer reach the South
by the rivers Ii was b this dme that Er, Fyors lost heavily because be had
& lerge cuenilly of pork enrcuie ¥o the Sculh bub it pever reached its destine

abtion. Becpuse of the spoilage of meat &8 the loss of his main market, the

b6 Velsenburger, OPe 2itss Po 83,
L7 shstory of Preble Csurh’i}g, Ciioy oDe Cite; Pe 311,
3&8 Labon Yeskly %ﬁ*‘im ,@t Qitg; Jﬁﬁﬁwz"‘ 1@3 1&6@&

49 iHstory of Preble wm‘% ﬁm, op» ity pe 31l
50 TFaton veckly Register, o __2‘ cit., December L, 1862,

e
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fortune thet he hod meesed was soon Vg;i?’ﬁﬁ; Paople who had invested in the
business likewise lost h%&?il}%ﬁ

Bricks were manufactured in southern Ghio @ring tervitorisl days,
and the indusiry became an important one throughout the state in the follow-
ing decades, In 1553 & brick yerd was started in Camden on Horth Main Street
where the Emsbﬁermﬁ Chureh now stands, Franklin Pierce snd Henry Yysong
were the operators, They furnished and 1aid the bricks for the school house,
docated on tie corner of Centrel and Lafayette Streets, which wes built in
18534 Tuls firm of masons in tue sane yoar erected the Drug Store of J, He
Botn, Sre®2 nother brick yard and tilc factory was established in 1878
on South Main Streets™ It was carried on by J, B, Dertsch and S Lo Frye
They turned out about one hundred and fifty thousend bricks per year and
sbout six thousand rods of tile of all aﬁzes;gh A few yoars later, probably
ercund 1880, ¥r, Robert Yeasley operated 2 brick yard just west of town,
ihe clay be used came from the Tucker farmwhich joined the Bessley land,
Hre Tuckerts farm was Billy end the soil was clay which didn't mske 2 dosire
eble farming erea. 4 pit was dug where water and clay were mized together by
2 horseedrawn mizer, After the bricks were peured into the molds hey were

dried in the sun on a leveled off strip of land covered with sand, Iater

%1 Ben Hyers was a very prominent citisen and business man of Canden
for forty yesrs. lie was born in Lencaster County, Pennsylvania in 1812 and
died in Canden on September 2L, 1590 &t the age of 78, In 1851 he erected whot
is now koown a5 the 0dd Fellow's Sullding and the brick residence on South Hain
now ouned by Lell Jomes, He was a man of sterling worth and noted for his
Antegrity and kindness, This informstion came from Uenevieve White, Camden,
Olio, and o clipping from a newspaper which appesved et the tinme of Mo, Hyar!s
death, The clipping hod no name or date but was probably the Uamden Gazette,
September 21, 1690, .

52 "Raming of O1d School House," Prebie County News, Hay 5, 190L,.

53 The brick yard was loceted where i ITT Fry Company now stands,

5l History of Prebie County, ops cite, p. 310,
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they vere baked in the kilne Ir. Tucker reccived & commission from ail

bricks sold for furnishing the elay from his farm. From Shis yard come the

bricks for the Town Hall, Methodist Church, Honmpareil, and the B, C, Elkerberry
Az the various industries were developing and functioning in the

village, the merchandising houses grew to mest the diverse needs of the

cammanity. “hen the village was leid oub in 1818 Jemes Black had the only
genorel store and %avem?é During the town's growth, & muber of general
stores and other types, too s have opened and closed their doors, Hony of

those merchants sre now merely names in the nminds of people, but each one

has helped in some woy %0 affect the lives of the people sround him,

Tirty-five yoors after the first store opensd in Canden, 1853, the
town was a thriving 1ittle villzge with & populetion of aboub Pour hundred
with &mos M, Yoast as ?‘i&}’ﬁ?.g? A% this date the comunity was furnished thelr
meal and Tlowr by two well known mills, either Barnet and Wiitesides or Devid
Barnet's, The town then hed 2 grocery and bakery wrned by Thomss J. Lonsnecker,
dobn Sponsble kept & grocery and liguor sitore on the esst side of Hein Streed,
and the meat supply for the villere wes furnished by Joseph Danner, father of
We Ay Dammers Uis business wes carried on in the basesent of the Oldhanm prop-
erty, which lator was bnown as the Hewbon Hardware Store. Several gencral
stores were doing a good business, Isaec Oraig, father of Abtorney I, E. Oraig,
kept & dvy goods and nodion store where the Collet block now stands, Benjamin

Myers, a well known merchant, was in the dry goods business in the bailding

55 This information came from an interview with Agnes Tucker, October

0, 1953,

56 History of Preble County, Obfc, oPe Gites P» 309, |

57 Fre Toost wes 2 tailor by trade. He lived on South Main Street
in the Jolm Selwick housc.
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which he eresteds”” It wag st this time he was slsc exbensively engased in

pork packing on South Main Strect in 2 building which later becane known as
the Jumbo Dlevator, Awther well known merchant in this yesr was Clinton
Chadwick who built the fine brick bullding on Horth Hain Btreet now knowm as

the Desrth Building, He contimed in business untdl 1862, During his last

__bwelve years as o merchanty ¥Willism Pottenger was his pariner and thelir store

was known s Willism FPoblenger and ﬁamgzany.g ? In an griicle commenting on
the village of Camden, the Pobtienger store wes given the following writee-up:

Ry o » Enong various other odvantases and convenlonces-eit
is blesped with &t lcast one siore 'as is 2 store's And that i
Potbenper and Uoats-w-z cormodious brick sdifiece, deep one way and
broad the other, spacious bebween Iloors, and 85 much of its space
5 1s not required by the proprietors for thelr exitensive and un-
rivaled stock of merchandise, is doily thronged with sager custo-
mers, intent upon procuring gpood weres and bargzines. Thot the
people in the vielnity know how to appreciate sueh gn establishment
8t 8 point 50 convenient, is evidenced in the rapnid extension of its
buginess and the prosperity of #:e propristors.t&o

An ides of the kind and smount of merchandise that was in the Potlemger

stors is pleinly revealed in the following advertisement:

7 WILLIAY POI AHE DEJLLRS I DRY G00DS, GROCERIES,

CLOTHLG, HARIMARE, QUEEHSYAS :

Are now recelving thelr new and splendid shock of spring and summer goods,
which they ere offering 2f unusually low prices. Bvery variety of goods that
it is usuel do keep in 2 well eppoinied store, may be procured here.

Sumrey Silks

Begutiiul brocades and plain dress sillswz large variety and sold cheops

Flein s fipored silk tissues of e superior gqualityy fency lawns; chambriz

and faney ginghensy book, mull, Swiss and dotted muslins; plain, siriped end

eross~barrved jacopetss

w11k Frivces and Lgocs

SwisS and jocmel edgungs and insertionsy pic-nilc mitsy kid finish, kdd and
-gilk zlovesy hose of all colorsy dress trimainge of 311 varieties,

58 Ben Fyers's store wes on the south west cormer of Hain snd Gentral
Averme where Duskeyls Hardware Store is loceteds
5? Preble County Yews, cpe ¢it., Hay 5, 100k,

SO — veerdy fecdster, ope cibey September 6, 1055,
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Irisk Linens

S Teobea e brown domestiks; bed tlckingsy checks and gotton yarns all of

which are marked down very 1lous
- Boota and Shoes
T large and excensive assoriment for men, women, and enildren, The boot end
shos wearing public need only cell fo be sulted in quality, style, snd price,
Hets, Caps, and Milline Copds
ke ioviie e Tes to 0oll and ses our lsrge and wellsslected gtodk of
millinery poods comprising &1l ihe new styles of bomctswwsilk, Crepe, spider=
web snd cactus &b all prices, A fine assortment of flowers, ribbons, bonmed

_ #ilks, end sating of every description.
‘ Clothi ‘

e sesortment is large and Dull, smbracing every srticie in the clothing 1ling.
Our goods are manafschured under our own superintendency; we can therefore
warront any article well made, L large assorinert of elothesy linens, fermer's
satin, ribbed, plain, black, and fancy cassimeres. Yo are preparved o make

to order any garment ai the shortest noilce,

% ool of evory style, & lorge lob of domestic cerpels, floor, end table oil
gloths, elcs
fardware Depariment
" Ehis part of our store 18 Py1l end well selected:s consisting of flat, bar,
" dandy tives, horse shoes, saddle tress, band, round, and square. A1l brands
of steely iron and brass fopped axles and mellesble casiingses
Cackine and Perior Stoves, of every patiern} improved cutiing boxes and plows,
e e weaeTTy found in & well regulated Herdware Stors,
CTTRS AR
A Terge énd veried assortment of plain and fancy stons, China, common shoney
T and Potler's wat.
Oroceries
Tor supcrior ouality snd low price we cannol be surpasseds All kinds of
gountry produce taen in exchange for goedss Csll znd see us. w2 will alyeys
be found ready b0 show geods st the old sienmd of {linton Chodwick, Cenden,
Ohioe / e =)
Camden, May 2Ly 3455
B, ¥anted, 20,000 bushels of corny 20,000 pounds of wooly 8,000 bushels of
oats, and a1l the flaxseced we can geh, for which the highest price will be
paid in cashe &

We Py & Coa

on ths southeast corney of lain and Hendpix Streets, This tavern had been
built in 1846 by Stephern Payme and Pottenger. Dundel Payne was its proprietor

4in 1853 and remained so for fifteen years, Another tavern was kept in the
John Kanly house on Tast Central Ayerue, and Chaunoey Carrell hod one on Main

61 Tobon Yeekly Resishor, ops Gites Moy 2y 15855,
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The stare

treete coach wos still running from Eaton to Hemilton, but it

was goon superseded by the rellrosd which began operating the previous yeats
Benjanin Fornshell had s tin sf:.wpg}g which was the first one in Camden, and
he wes at that time the only coppersmith in the county. Bohn's aspothecwry

shop was a very essentizl ss well as fascinsting plece in the village, The

+all, besutiful bottles of spices, herbs, salts, and wines were delightfcl

to beholds It wes in 1853 thet Mr. Bohn built the finme brick bm&iﬂgé’s on

South Mein Strect into which he moved his drug business and procticed there

until his death twenty-two years later, The health of the fown and ithe
community was cared for by Dre Lurton Dunham snd Dr. Robert Homshers Dre
Dunhen hed located in Camden in 1832, more than twenty years before, Dre Home

&l

sher started his prootice in the town in 1852 after he received his diplemse
Twonty~five yoars later or by the middle of the 1670's Camden could

fornish all the necessary ariicles for a comfeorbsble living, begides inmmer-

sble luma-ies of 1ife could be purchased in the village. Many and varied

sizns were seen slong the Hein bireel and adjoining strects of Camden %0
attract the villasers as well as the countrymen who came into town 0 trades
A few of the same names appearcd on windows or on ghgns which hed been scen
twenty-five years previously, but meny new nemes were replacing the old, Ben
¥ycrs no longer

hed & cencrel store, but it had passed into the hands of Cyrus

Fottencer. iis well estsblished goneral siore was sure to be vigited because

he dealt in dry goods, motious, queensware, groceries, hsis amd caps, window

shades, and well papers Farmers were abtracted to the Potienger Store becpuse

62 Fornshellts tin shop was located between what is now George Uralg's
Hardwere Store and the Town Halls

63 The building erected by
Food Harketes

aly

¥r, Bohn i8 now occupied by the Jefferies

3 i S A 4 PR P
Preble County iows, ODe Clley 887 D 190k
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country produce would be tzken in exchance for goods.

The following prices

were ligked by Fotbtenger as Camden's fstall Harkels

Break{ast Sacon 1h¢ Shoulder 10¢
Eeef, fresh 12:4¢ Fotatoes S0¢

Beef, dried 18¢ ¥heat £1400
Butter 325355 Chicken 20¢
Eges 1234 Lard 123¢
Hezm 1h¢ Feathors L0
Sugar b BEs 2¢
Cheese ih¢ Hides, green 156

puzs

T

»

The red and white pole outside s snell shop which contained one barber
chair was a fanilisr sight in the village, It was not conly a plece to get &
hair cuty but it wes a wonderful place to gather g1l the latest news. That
was a pard of the barber's job to pass slong the interesting heppenings in
the tovm. ¥Willis iiarteré’? and Frank Simpson were the village barbers in 1875,
Two yoars later Cartor was eiill barbering and asdvertised in the local paper
in ithe following mommer:

¥illis Carter, Tonsorial Artisit, South Hain Streei,
Camden, Chio,

feir Zuiting and Dyeing a2 Specislty.

Ladies! ond Childrents Hair gut in any style.
Tobaceo and cigars on Sale,

On South lain Street were two hipghly reputeble Men's Clothing Shopse
One was owmed by Jacob Colict md the other by S, D. Tlmstﬁﬁ.ég Both were
merchant tailors, deglers in all kinds of ready made clothing for men, sach
a8 hats, caps, and trunks. In addition, they had a well selected stock of
worsted and cassimeres of the latest novelities which were made to order in

the best sty&.as.?& 17 gentlemen could not find suitable shirts at Collet's

or at Thurstonts possibly they found them at the Arcade,; a shiri factory on

65 Camden Herald, ope Cit., Jume 16, 1877,

é{; Ibide, Scplomber 1,'1'5??'

67 ¥iliis Certer was a colored man,

68 Caaden Herald, ops cile, Jume 23, 1877.

69 Thurstonto onop was docsted on the esst side of Hain Strset where
futte live, GLollet was on the west side of Hain Strect where dtateer's rezl
estate office $8s Fre Collet bullt this building & few years sfter starting
in businoss in 1855,

70 Cemden Herald, ops cltes September 1, 1877.



the norblmest corner of Lefeypibe and Felix Strectoe-one squere norih of the
school houses lirss Se J. Purkholter wes the proprietor, She kept on hand sl1
kinds of custom mede shirts from tre heaviest working to the Tinest wnite.

The prices ranpged from sixty cents to a doller and half, 1%

Ledies could be oubtfitted at the MEmporium of Fashion in Hillinery

_ and Dress Makine® whieh was Mollle William's establishment. Dopmeds and hats

in the lstest desipn were bought there at the most ressonable prices. . Dresses
were made for the 133; price of from three to seven dollzrs. 7 the ledies ware
not suited in hets et Follie William's, they may have tried iiss A. Guardy

(£ In pddition o miliinery; kiss Guard

¥31liner, opposite the Danscr iouse.
carried an elegant stock of goods, notions, and mbmiéeri%ﬁs Hrse Swann,
yn Cross Strest two doors eest of the Universalist iihsmh,?h might have been
visited by the ladiese Her cutiing end fitiing was done perfectly on dressocs
Golman, and dusters, snd they were made in the most sty 1ish weays for the lsast

-

moncye lrse Swam also made knife, box, side, or rose leaf pleating by the
.75

yaris

Boots and shoes were for sale at a mmber of places. Johnson's Jld
Relisble Store on ¥aln Strect was & fine place to buy bhems HAepadxr work there
wes "neatly executed by experienced naﬁ;mam“?é David Horris likewise had an
expellent stod: of boots and shoes for men, women, and childrens Irs Horris
boasted of prices that eould not be watched by any of his em;pe%imrs;’? Fo e

Bohn on West Hain Cross Street s0ld boots and shoes, tooj and he did excellent

n
repair work,

73 .Lﬁ:‘kfiag W‘tﬁf’hﬁ? 23, 3&?{;

72 Tanser House was o hotel on South Main Strect where the Hasoule
Temple now stands.

?3 Canden iﬁ?&lﬁg 2&1 ﬁi’i’mg uﬁﬁ% 2,53 137?!

7L The Universeiist uwewﬁw m Brethren Churthe

fod S YRR SO, 3 S s
TH  Ugndgn o 1dy CDe _5_;;1., dupe 235 1877

76 -iwldﬁ; soplamber 15, 1077--dohnson was located where Rodefferts
Inserance OFTice 18 nOWe

77 Canden lkrgld, Ope Citey July 21, 1877--torrists Store was where
Brower's Jewelry Store is nm».. ‘

?8 J.u..s.é.;; Gﬁﬁuﬁ*%}fﬁa ig l{"??,
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Fronk Daverport, wabtchmsker and jJeweler, hed a repair shop in David
Morris's Shoe Store where he repaired wabtches, clocks, and Jewslry., 411 of
his work wes warranted to give satisfection or there was no charge. Fine
wabch work was his specislty. C. M. Robver glso Fixed webtches, clecks, and
Jewelry. In sddition 1o his repair work he sold stationery, school books,

vhotograph a'%.bw;;z, rewspapers, periodicals, masazines, money purses, sewing

| 79

machine needles, and molscless slates in the Post Office Tews Rooms

The Bebn Drug Store wes still operating in fhe 1870's and held s very
importarnt place in the compmnity. . e Bobhn, Srep died in 1875 but his son,
de s Ls Bohn carried ou the business. The following adveriisesent appesred
in the Iocal paper:

Je He Bohn, Camden, Chio
Tegler in Drugs
Fine Tollet Soap,
Fancy Ieir and Tooth Brushes,
Perfumpry and Fancy Tollet Articles,
Pure vine and Liquor for Hedicinal Purposes,
Pgints, Oils, Vernishes, and Dye Stuffs
also
Lomps, Lanterns, Burrers, and Chimnsys,
letter Paper, Pens, Irk, Frwelopes, Glass, Puity,
also
Finegt Cualidy of Tes
Fancy end Plein Candies,
Fincet bBrands of Cipgars snd Tobageo,
Physicimng! Prescriptions sccurztely compounded.

t this time Cemden not ouly had J, H. Boln's Drug Store, but Js Le
Boll wes o Pharmaceutist and Gesler in drugs, G adveriised in the same paper
and with & very similer advertisement as liv, Bg}m‘%@

411 kinds of bugrles, carrisges, =nd wagons were mamifactured on Horth

ey

Hain Street by Mr. Stephen Bertsch who tase to Canden in 1876 and remained there

77 Ibid., The Post Uffice News room was located in the room now
occupied by Shank's Veriety Store,
80 Ceden Morsld, op. cites Scotesber 1, 1677
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3he pemainder of Wis 1ife, ¥Fr, fSertech did very fine wood work of 213

and was known especislly for his very execllent paint jobs on bupries my

i 8
carrioges, 1

Building supplies were purchased from Joseph Loop on iast Gross Street,
B2 T T

one sguare from the depols e hed pine lumber, moulding, doors, sasiy, siingles,

blinds, lath, amd other materizle. I any decorating were nceded, O« Py Brown's

shop on lorth ain Cirect was vieited, lNr. Brown was a painter (bouse, sign,
and carriace), preiner, glaziery and paper hangers

Another buginess on Soubth Main thzt was guite necessary o the town
bub one that no one wanted to petronisze wos Jo 4, Hitchell's, the uﬁzéemakez’,g}
He not only rendered burigl service, but he mamfactured furniture, coffins,
metelic cases, and furnished on short noilee siwouds or other germents for
corpecss Lo wife, lary, was very helpful in the business, and she continued
the business for a mmber of years after her husband's éﬁa’ﬁihgh

¥any fevmors ceme to the villsge to sse the newest ithings in spricul-
tursl implements. Je He Sheafer kept s shop on ligin Strest where were sold
grain and seeds, Suckeye Aeopers, Sweepstoke Threshers, lonitor Stean Englnes,
hay rakes, plows, culbivators, clurehy school house and farm bells, well and

cistern pumps, and Fish Brother Farn and soring wagonSe

T 27 . - . 3 . o Ynra . x P £t e
The village drgymaen had no ghop, Dut be was a very useful Tigure and

roEs B L S P B T} s tn e %fex o L on Theeerd ot Ll & A wwemee  Fiewd Yer
was 88 essertisdl B0 e villsre 58 B SOOP OWRErS, SAVAG FOOLOONMD Was fecva Ry
e

dray work in 1877. vhen visitors in the villege arrvived or lefi, the drsj
E]

vas always notified to haul the sultesse or trank to the depede In fach, he

£

61 mvid,, September 29, 1877. Hr. Dertsch's shop was located just
soubh of the ford Garase,

82 ur, Loop's place of business was locabed where Clara Yost's house
now stanise

83 7The Mtehells had ticir plege of business dn the budlding now
pecupied by Caskey for furniture sioragle

Camden Horald, ope Citey Jume 16, 1877s
85 Ibid., Septauber 29, 1877
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was fready to heul anybidng fron s bandboz o 'a house.” Mr, Whitcomb heg a
1lipht wagon and tock pasSGRECTS to any part of the counbry, wiih which he was
perfecily scquainted for wwenty miles around ﬂm&em%

inevery rursl commnity blackemiihing was guite necessury, and the
shops were an integral part of every town. The clanging of the irom, tie

roaring of the fire, the smell of burning hoops and the smithy's Back lsatber
i 3 3 "

apron wore a1l familisr scunds, smells, and st ghtse For many years Camden hed
at lesst two or thres blackendths, but in 1875 there were Helriff and Yottle;
B, F, Willisms; 7, Browni C. Walty F. HeShene Klfred Pobtle; and Alfred
E"Ei:isrifi’."’? In 1877 McShane and Brown were working topsther and they used the
following sfveriiscments

®ycShene and Brown

Slackeniths

East Uross Streed

Camden, Ohio
Horse Shoeing erd Plow Leying e Speclalty

211 kinds of farm implerents repaired st lowest
rates, lone bub experienced hands employed zb
this shoR. o0

&

Tn thet sase yesr Helriff hed a blackswith shop, Horse shooing and
lering plows were his specielty, AL fimterfering, benring, forging, and
clieking were prevenbed” or there was no a@rg&.“%’? B, Fa ¥illisns wos ot

nly doing 811 kinds of © ’mm:z&.: nr, but he and ¥r. Fatterson werc deglars

31 arrtesiteesl dzmploments such oes sulky plows, eultivelors, reepors, and

mca:rer‘sg%
Another Pamiliar sicht in every villaze was the harness ghop, and

Py >

Camden was ne excepbions 1rvin Anderson and his famlly came ¥o Camden in 187hL

86 1pig., Hovember 2k, 1877
07 Torgan, op» Sites Ps 1724 |
88 Gencen Erald, ops Sibes Jume 23, 2677

f

s & %

g e ; Py T
90 Toid., September 2%, 1877s
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end opencd a herness 5.0p On dorhi Hein ;:‘;;s?{aa;i.?}‘ in sddition o bis lesther
work he was zn smeteur rmsician and played the alto horn in tue villaze bands
During slack hours he practl .od in the back of his stores Fvidently he was
more successful with his horn than with his herness because the rumors 1ingered
in Canden thet he fled to Celedonla, ohic to escape his leather billse The
b %i%le of "Capf was bestowed upon Kre ;m@arsan.% o doubt this was given him
becznse he was extremely fond of telling nig experiences from toe Civil ¥ars
dps, Lorz Shuey recalls how she, ab & youngeter, and obher children stood oub-

side the harness shop and 12stened esperly to the lively stories ¥r, Andepson
reloteds?? Tuo yoars alfter the Andersons arvived in Gamden, 1876, their third
 child, Sherwood, was DOTRs It was he who made the Anderson nane famouss The
yillagers heve bee: proud 10 claizm Sherwood inderson as a netive son although
the boy who grow 1o be a nationally known writer ned but a few menories of
nis birthplace beeause in 1680 the family left Candeny ™
Tyenty~Tive yoars is s short time, but in thet perlod many chanres

can and heve appeared in a townf's tistorye Sy 1902 in Cenden same old usinessw

es had dissolved and new ones had taken their places, but both old znd new ones

wrol population from which their trade
. cames The old nemes such as Ben Hyers, Chacdwick, and Pottenger were no longer
seen, but werc replaced by others whose siores were not called gencral stores
put were known ss Depariment Stores. Cherles ¥hibe and Frenk Dikenberry were
doing & fine business in sueh & stores They had been in busipess since 1893

o~

] - P o B é
and had been periners since 3.8"5?5,% known as White and zzsgz.:sa:ﬁmm*y,? Theixr

91 The Anderson Shop was 1ocsted where the Bullding and lozn Building

92 Irving Howe, Sherwood Anderscn (Willies Shene rssociates,; InCey

0y uE

vipg, Lors Shuey, N. Hain Sbe, a native of Cemden, Ohic, is now
eichby-five, =he was DOTT andl reared in Condene

gl Irving iowcy ope Cibes P 126

95 Ceanden azeties ope £ibes april b, 1895

Raament "y

. 95 (harles widie Was one Te Camden's nost prominent citlzons., oe
fiyet entered the merchandl sing besiness in 1584 when the store ¥as conducted




cheas ssles wers s sresb atiraction end often eight or ten clerks were kepl
pusy handling trade on thoss special ai&;;*&.:ﬁ?? Ly . Pheres was another well
knowm nsmee Lhet was connecied with a thriving deparitment store. ile siarted
in business in 1887 and in 1895 moved to the building now known as the Dearth
Building, There he carried gemersl merchandise such as shoes, &y goodsy
carpets, wall paper, millinery, and graceriaa.% Tre following prices are

examples of a typlesl Chesp Szles

Comfort celico = 5¢ and up

A11 other celico « 33¢ to 5¢

Best heavy linen - 9¢

Gocd conned corn - L for 25¢

3 paive ladies' seanless hose - 25¢

L pairs men's heavy socks = 25¢

Be de Phares ~ Departsent Store
Terms Czsh - Camden, Ohio%7

In 1902 He G» Willioms 58311 hed & grocery ptere and was yel adver-
tising as "The 01d Helisble Grocere® Uf his thirdy years in business, the

year 1902 had been his best with the exception of 1893, e sdvertised gs

by Ben Hyerse T2 business later pessed to the owmership of Asron Eidenour,
Cherles Winite ard Frank Eikenmberry took it over in 10893 and conducted it for
fourteen yeers under the fiwm nene of Yhite and Elkenberry. After several
years Hr, Likenberrs digpossed of ks share to Frank B, Vnite. In 1912 Cherles
¥White purchased his brotherts interest and afier that it was known a8 the

C. ¥, White Dopartrent Store. OCharles ¥hite wos a very progressive business
man, His store was krown for miles arcund for ite complete stock and Hrch
quelity of merchandise. The White Store did much towerd bringing o Canden

L. the cutside shopping support which the town enjoyeds At Clristmes time, the
© ghore was & place of delight, especizily For children 1o vizgit. The uppey
floor was one lerpe Toylapd, 4 few dgys before Uhristmes Santa Claus always
appeared to welcome and to treat each cusiomer with candy and BN DrensSe

¥, White wes suddenly taken in death in Arrily 1919, lis wife, Twra fldenour
¥hite, continued to menage the store until she sold it in the 1930's. The

White Bopartment Store, located ab the cornor of Hain Street end Central
Averme, was a familisr business landmark for wany years. Preble County Hews,
5D Citey Hay 1y 1919, ’
[ Ibid,, Jamuary §, 1903,
98 Tamden Cozette Ops Cits, Hovember ik, 18953 Preble County News,
ope citey Aurust 27, 19103 Jarmary G, 1903, '
99 Proule County News, ops Cite, September 2L, 1903




SPRING ANNOUNCEMENT,

VW Ehave beendevot-
ing thetime since
holidays--in getting
—-ready-for Spring busi=-——

iyou buy or not,. You

i.wmmees;)eotfui ly-

E. J. Phares.

ness--and can truth-
fully saywe have never
shown such a great
variety of seasonable :
merchandise as this 3
year: Dry Gogds, Mil- S
linery, Carpets, Mat-
tings, Wall = Paper,
Shoes, Ladies’ Ready~
to-wear garments, etc.
- We are still endeavor-
ing by this, to keep in
touch with the time

‘theleast possiblemar-
gin to further increase
on’business.

B Visit our store. Look - o
through and see what
‘we are doing, whether

re always welcome: ...

Very

Yours,

-

Fipare 2
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5

having the best goods on tx morket ab the lowest pricey and that bo not only
paid the hirh{%ﬁ*ﬁ price for comniry produce, bubt his deslinge were square with
honest %sawsz% ard messure 19

Another store thet wes feniliar before 1902 wos Jeo He Bohn's Irug
Store, ir, Dohn had retainsd a good business send in 1902 be planned bo

renodol, and enlarge his guarterss 4s. in previous yeers Mr, Bobn fell it

3

paid to edvertise., Une item which he highly recomended wes Arnice's Salve

m

for uleers, wounds, snd piles., The Bohns had competition becsuse F, Ha
Yhittaker was s druppist with & good, steady businsss, Two items that Hr,

Vhitteker promoted were Chomberlaints Stomach and Liver Tgblets, and Foley's
01

Boney end Tar 1o prevent poeumoniss
Jacoh Collet was one of the earlicr merchants who mé;aiméz’a store

in 1902, bui 1t was now celled Uollet and Son. By this time 4he store had

been on the esst side of Main Etrect for nesrly twenty ysavs in the brick

| . bullding whieh in 1884 Hr, Collet had comstructed. Ancther clothing store

ad opened up zopross the strect by i, L. Peterss, Both stores corried a fime

. o . W e oan . . io2
lire of materials and clothes for mon and boys.

Camden was nroud bo hove an atbrective Jewelry store wiich was owned

ant operated by Lee ,;ansﬂz*.zﬁ:; Ho cerried e very good siock of clocksy webtches,

B

end 1817 Foper Brothors Silvere Anoither sddition o $he town was two shoe

i

— - stores to replace some eorlicr ones, Y. I, Douglas's Shoe Store had been in

town for three years and was well potronized, 35, Es Shellenberger slso had

100 Preble Gounty Nows, ops Gite, Jamery 8, 1503.

3“?1 q.&(l.

102 2‘“3;, April 3, 1952.

103 T, Danserts store was then on the eest side of Hain Street where
Jessie Fobertls Store is loceteds In 192} Hr, Danser moved a faw doors north
in the building now occupled by Rodeffer's Imsurance, Here he resained untdl
his death in 1L,
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SUGGESS GLOTHING

is but another name for

S6HL0SS GLOTHING.

HAT'S the kind we handle. It is the
“kind that helps you on in the world”
and is ever “considerate of your pocket-

book.”

“Tinthes don't maks the man, bat geod clothas have

sacured many a gord pasition.”” said a ratiroap pres- ‘
ecently, Hyouhave $253nd wantajob, it s
15 spend a0 for cinthes. $a for shows and the

yest for a shave and a hair cut and a clean coilar, and '
v than t3 go with the monsy in the H
v anit’ i

.

_peed not pay-as much as $20 for clothes

The above argument is all right, but you

- FINE TLOTHES MARERS

that will give vou a prosperous, well-kept
appearance, When you can come here and
walk off with a snappy suit like that shown in the picture

DAL wEw TDEK

o & AT SO LITTLE A PRICE AS 310 » &

We have niher styles at other prices, ali passessing the same characteristic of hones! quality which Schless Bros. & Co.
inject inta all of their clathing. Sec us for yeur suit to order and your Gent's Furnbshings. Cur line of Boys and
Chitdren's clothing are up-to-cate in material and cut.

“Drop tn and ks talk i over.”

M. L. PETERS,

putfitter 1o the People CAMDEN, OHIO.
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YHE CLOTHES BEARING THIS LaBEL
s ARE GUARANTEED = Thess Young Foilows
from 15 to 20 years of
age know far better
than their parents what
they want in Clothing.
Bring the Big Boy here
and turn bim loose in
our Clothing stock. Let
him make his own se-
lections.........

He Can’t Go Wrong
among the Suits of his
size. The Fall styles
are very handsome and
there is not a poor val-
uve in the entire line,

We know exacti¥ what
the Big Boy wants in

isfy his every desire,
Boys’ Suitsat..........

$7.50, 810, $12.50
or up to $16.50.

1f you want him to go
that high

Clothes and we cansat:

| Cloth;efs To i
COH@H @ Son Mo ond Bove I
I

190L

Figure L
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LADIES’

$1.50 10 $2.50

OXFORDS

r()nly $LE

Misses” and
Children’s at
Corresponding
Reductions.

We have a
Few Brohken
Sizes of Women's

$1.50. $2.00. $2.50

and $3.00 Shoes

For $1&

It will Pax
You to Investigate
This Propeosition.

Douglas

“The Shoe Man.”

Camdm - Ohio.

Pigure 5

1900
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Wo longer wes sscn the sign of Andersons Harness shop because he had

: left town in 1880, but ¥, S. Hay hed long token his places Nr, May had been
2

in business for fourteen yoars and declaved 1902 was one of his best years,
wiy harness will moke your horse glad¥, was ¥r, May's advertising slogan for
| his collars, peds, halters, helnes, robes, blankebs, fly nels, dusiers, and
other accessorics,iOb

In addition to Fornmshell's Tin Shop, W. 4, Hrwion had a welleequipped
hardware store with puns, ammunition, mail boxes, cutbery, eres soparatorsy
and other kinds of hardwarcs As Ae Cosels meat narket supplisd the town with
fresh meate Cs Ca Hemton had a grocery on Horth YMaein scross from the Post
Offive, i 5,‘%5, Daclorell hed been in business 2 1little more than five years
and 1902 was & very sucesssful year for his clgar slore and mn’feﬁﬁiamryalgs
Br. We L, HcChristie's business of taking pletures zud enlerging
- ~~  prg mounting old fomily pietures by phetoprephy did e thriving businesss He
| carried on en extensive business, both by express end through the post office.
His work vas found in neerly every stele of the Unions Some very fine ertisits

came bo town 1o work in ¥The lonpariel,s for Kr, Helhristic.

4 new industry known as the South Side Lawber Company owned by Be T

a

icton was establisied in 1902 in Camdens It furnished lumber and dbuilding
supplies for the communiiys A the close of e year 1902 Hr. icton suprpesed

& ogn

ki
gratification over his buginess whieh was much better then he had aﬁtiﬁipawd,“@?

e 10L Preble Counby lowBy ops eibes Jamuary ©y 1903,

105 Toid, '

106 Tihg sonpariel® was the name given to the large brick structure

on the northwest cornor of Main snd lendrix Streets, I1f wes bullt by Helhristie
but is now owned by Brownles Berradaile,

107 Preble Courty YNews, 9pe clbes Jamery B, 1903,
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Loothcy very weloome fndusbry was added o the town In ihe same year
under the nane of The Emterprise Packing Corpany, The company was nade up

& &

- & . i . 2 e g -1 B Lo o & 7
of leading business men and incorporcted under the laws of |

g

hice Hre s Ee
HeCord solicited citizens for subseriptions for stock, and in two days he

had five tbousand dollarss A lerpe and comnodious tomebs camming factory

end warehouse wore erecied on lsnd gwned by Jaues ¥ndie Sust south of Wﬂlﬁg

Dorirg Septesber end October of ihe first yoar over £30,000.00 worth of

8

business wes transacicd, Hore fhas two humdred sores of tomatoss hed been
contracted st seven dollars per fon. The prowers received in cash more than
five thousand dollarse. During the canning seesony the pay roil amounted 40
more then two thousend dellsrs per month all of which went do Uandon peopls.
Te lsdies of the comnunddy turmed out ermasse to help handle the produchs
The output wos ncarly 300,000 ecans of tomabtoes of the best q&ﬁlﬁsg.mg Bafore
the second scason started many improvenments had been made in the faoiory.
Three thousand dollars was spent on interior improvesents such as & new boller
of one mundred Ji00 horseptwer and on overhead conveyor for noving cans {rom
procesgsor o ware room. Alsc 2 one etory ware roou was erected north of dhe
old store house % glve the plant nore storage space, Buckeds snd places for
seventy peelers yere arrvangeds 1% was siricily e home enterprise for over
one kundred citizens of Camden and Somers Township, -0
Another industry came in the early 1900's io Camuden. The Four Tobascco

Compeny began business in 1901 in %he Payne Flevator bulldings These cusrters

W8 gnig fpctory was built on the west of ihe reilrosd shoub one
mndred yards eouth of the railroad crossing at the south edee of Canden,

129 preble County News, ops Ciley Jamary 0, 1503,

110 Trebie County Hews, 2De Cites Avpust 2, 1903, The camning factory
was operated until fire cesiroyed the building on Jine 20, 1520, The ware
house still stends,

111 The Payne Tlevebtor building was located Just west of the railroad
at the imersection of Depot Strest and Lentral Avenue,




werR goin jealctabbe s nodious brdck were house

was erected on the east side of the town near the railroad. This company

saploved Lrom elight to frrt-Ilive reople during the sesson. 1n 1502 more

A1 3 s e m st 3 V, AN Lo, 5 i:i? xS g o~ | PP,
han eimte-hundred cases of tEbaceo wore handlede ™~ Thls wire houss was

elosed for a fow yeoary then orened posin in

bwertlios ot didieh tine

st 1 ™ e . 2l . 3 B
severel women were siven house io now ihe

e B BILOD g B
5}:*&,, ?’v- G gl ani I

o manufecture

4 P JUE L
practice delansts
i r TN & & e o
Soon after 1900 1ife was considersbhly

mobiles The phenomenel

of *he industry changed the meveankilistic
Cinterests of communities and Caxien experienced the sane trend as other

TOFnIS e

N

.
were not so popular as the aubtomebile show rooms) gaseline sbabions ook

sher LransT

1S Togrngn e pa Ao
gandll deptorbuent oio

The frst autonsbil

¢ o 3 EN 3, o ot i I I - AN k4 & S
e Haln Btrect Just woubh of the Printins 0083 2 Thev ald the Lamberd

S a s £1 o WO . 9 Ead * - 3
which had 2 two ¢rlinder motor with Iriciion drive.

Elktom bourht their first car, and Jehn Johnson, west

second ones Defore Duvall and Fornshell opensd the

wen there were ¢ for earg ir town, Phy ard Charles Fokenberrs topether

112 % 1Ty 3') ’Lv"'»" P WS;; C*m-‘vg 83.%.!5; ‘Jaq“ﬁm‘* \,, ia e
113 mip large building il now owned b Desslie Coone
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rme ¢ylinder car with: a chaln drive and 2 steering rods Ir. Goombsts

cer was go nolsy thab it frichiened all the animgle as he want throug
3 S
15 ¢1d
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gountry polling on patientss ve Silvers recalls bisl t 1508 wos her first

3

ﬁmmts:“ \:“ £ an motonchiles She was s Iirst pracer on her way to a2 comnbry

c

7 umjor operation gt bis nffice by

ey yid . 2 ; TR ey o deln, g ”

achool about three miles vher she sav e strance bright red
L S . % % 4 " Prp ot Al et % 2 x g

ghjeet coming toward her Comn LNe TOAG 4% S0 frichitened her that she Jumped

o

s wag such arencles as luvall and Fornshell and other sisilar ones

et consed Ernest Bertsch to comvert the Pertsch Buory, Cerriare, and

Shop, which had been popular since his father establiched himself in buslness

3 i

- > “ A P 3
cor in 1076, Into & body painting ghop for cmrs. Silackoniih

g2 3 wason Bl

S %on pyibs T en & E % . 2 2 F Tl £ -

giops Hrt had 8t one tine beon an srteerel part of the bown 1ife goon were
. o s 3 3 3 o~ P N N i

. perdaged b oaretes o adsdnisior W the ronds of gors. bamder ir 180D hes
% L TR % % q o8 gt e st Semzy i devrared T crey it g : 7

re Dlsekanith ghons, bub 1t doon have WWo &40 obilo arencles ond & arase

with eonlelely compes tant mechanics

ererated Yhe Ford Agency and ferare on Heorih lUain Stroet since July, 1927,

snd Trownles Bopradeile since 1040 has

o

nad the Chevroled Agency in Ganden,

1 e, de Ve Comsbs was one of Cmpden's most neloved and culstanding
Sivsicions. e came to Canden in 1200 Form Van Tert Couwnby, Thioy @8 a young
man and ressined in the village for more than forty-one yearss o sorved the

o

commnily night end day hoth Ior pay cm'f without pay. For seversl years he rode

horse back or wal Tked overnosr vouds during a1l kinds ol wealn :
Far avay and Dre ﬂa*;:ﬁ';s nerforand oy “T?&"&lﬁ% by lamp lighte fe performed &
larm light upon e €hild wit: a fraciured pelvis
after the child ,2&3 been it by e trucks e also nerformed what is a@"* i@vﬁﬁ o
have been the {irst was&rm&z pnorabion in Cemden, in the year 100k, The vommanidy
lost & Faithful servant vhen e died In 1542, His oldest am ..zfif'%r, Vera Toor, ie
s doctor in TTazllieoni his oldest son, éa 5, iz an eye w@%m st in Chicagoj the
se{:em daughier, ﬁﬁ*ﬁhﬁg Tither, is on the faculyy in i .zm; and the youngesh
Ty merc iz also in Ehie teac:ing professions Preble e ‘w*: Hewp, ops ites

information cane from an inberview A Hoberd Duvell, Camden,

S ?q‘
LRILD o ,;@(}3*&1 :%:“1 1@ .
118 ':”.:'_!: 1::’;&“%..;:'*& coe fron Olive Silvers, S. Sceond They Cacrion,
on Love 'af;’ E?ﬁg, re

v . ; A .4 s % [ 2 iR
County Heros Que Sikes Awil 3, 15523 October 15, 191h.
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During iz povrlod genloriste declare Uhet o greal river dralped Lhe walerp
of southwestern Ohios The present sile of Ceanden was on one of the principsl
tributaries of this river, [ valloy was forsed and vhen the gleclers came,
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